Why learn a foreign language?

Communication

An obvious reason to learn a new language is to be able to communicate with the people who speak it. This includes both the people you meet when traveling as well as people in your own community. Your trip to another province or country will be greatly enhanced in both ease of communication and friendliness if you speak the language. Speaking another's language shows respect for that culture, and people in every country prefer it when tourists make an effort to speak the local language, even if all you can say in it is "hello" and "please." In addition, learning another language can also help you to communicate with local immigrant populations at home.

Cultural understanding

Speaking a new language helps you to get to know another people and culture, as language and culture go hand in hand. Because language simultaneously defines and is defined by the world around us, learning another language opens one's mind to new ideas and new ways of looking at the world.
Here at home, many Canadians believe that the relationship between the English and French languages is the central or defining aspect of the Canadian experience.

In addition, when you speak another language, you can enjoy literature, film, and music in the original language. It is extremely difficult for a translation to be a perfect replica of the original; the best way to understand what the author really meant is to read what the author actually wrote.

Business and careers

Speaking more than one language is a skill which will increase your marketability. Schools and employers tend to prefer candidates who speak one or more foreign languages. Even though English is widely spoken in much of the world, the fact is that the global economy depends on communication. When dealing with France, or any francophone country for that matter, someone who speaks French will have an obvious advantage over someone who doesn't.

Language enhancement

Learning another language can help you to understand your own. Many languages have contributed to the development of English, so learning those will teach you where words and even grammatical structures are from, and augment your vocabulary to boot.  Also, in learning how another language differs from your own, you will increase your understanding of your own language. For many people, language is innate - we know how to say something, but we don't necessarily know why we say it that way.  Learning another language can change that.

Each subsequent language you study will be, in some respects, a little easier, because you've already learned how to learn another language. Plus, if the languages are related, such as French and Spanish, German and Dutch, or Arabic and Hebrew, some of what you've already learned will apply to the new language as well, making the new language that much easier.


Test scores

As years of foreign language study increase, math and verbal SAT scores increase. (1) Children who study a foreign language often have higher standardized test scores in math, reading, and language arts.

Foreign language study can help to increase problem-solving skills, memory, and self-discipline.
There are all kinds of reasons to learn a foreign language in general, and French in particular.

Why learn French?

If you are a native English speaker, one of the best reasons to learn French is to help you understand your own language. Although English is a Germanic language, French has had an enormous impact on it .  In fact, French is the largest donor of foreign words in English. Unless your English vocabulary is much higher than average, learning French will greatly increase the number of English words you know par excellence.  

French is spoken as a native language in more than two dozen countries on five continents including troubled  Haiti, Belgium, Switzerland, Morocco, Somalia and the Ivory Coast just to name a few. Depending on your sources, French is either the 11th (2) or the 13th (3) most common native language in the world, with 82-89 million native speakers and another 280 million secondary speakers (3). French is the second most commonly taught second language in the world (after English), making it a real possibility that speaking French will come in handy practically anywhere you travel.

French in business

In 2007, the United States was France's leading investor, accounting for 25% of the new jobs created in France from foreign investment. There are 2,400 US companies in France generating 240,000 jobs. (4) American companies with offices in France include IBM, Microsoft, Mattel, Dow Chemical, SaraLee, Ford, Coca-Cola, AT&T, Motorola, Johnson & Johnson, Ford, and Hewlett Packard.

France is the second leading investor in the United States: more than 3,000 French companies have subsidiaries in the US and generate some 700,000 jobs, including Mack Trucks, Zenith, RCA-Thomson, Bic, and Dannon.

French in Canada and the United States

French is the 2nd most frequently spoken non-English language in Canadian (22% or 6,9 million Canadians) and the 5th most frequently spoken non-English language in American homes (5) and the first most commonly taught foreign language in Canada and the second most commonly taught foreign language in the United States (after Spanish). (6)

French in the world

French is an official working language in dozens of international organizations, including the United Nations, International Olympic Committee, and International Red Cross.

French is the lingua franca of culture, including art, cuisine, dance, and fashion. France has won more Nobel Prizes for literature than any other country in the world and is one of the top producers of international films.

French is the second most frequently used language on the Internet.

French is ranked the 2nd most influential language in the world. (3)
How many French speakers are there?

How many French speakers are there? Where is French spoken? How many French-speaking countries are there? In which international organizations is French an official language? Read this introduction to some facts and figures about the French language.

People often wonder how many French speakers there are, but a definitive answer is not easy to find. In 1999, French was the 11th most common first language in the world, with 85 million first language speakers and another 280 million second language speakers, according to the Ethnologue Report. (1) French is the second most commonly-taught second language in the world (after English).

Another source, La Francophonie dans le monde 2006-2007 (2), looks at it differently: 

· 138 million Francophones: speak French (as a native or adopted language) fluently and use it on a regular basis.

· 82 million "partiel" Francophones: live in a francophone country but do not speak French regularly, due to limited knowledge.

· 100-110 million students of all ages: do not live in a francophone country, but have learned/are learning French in order to communicate with Francophones.

I. French is the official language of France and its overseas territories* as well as 14 other countries: 

1. Bénin

2. Burkina Faso

3. Central African Republic

4. Congo (Democratic Republic of)

5. Congo (Republic of)

6. Côte d'Ivoire

7. Gabon

8. Guinea

9. Luxembourg

10. Mali

11. Monaco

12. Niger

13. Sénégal

14. Togo

*French territories - DOM-TOM
   Départements d'outre-mer (DOM)
     French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Réunion
   Territoires d'outre mer (TOM)
     French Polynesia, New Caledonia, Wallis and Futuna, French southern & Antarctic lands
   Collectivités territoriales
     Saint Pierre and Miquelon, Mayotte

French is also the official language of certain regions of multilingual countries: 

· Belgium: Wallonie region

· Canada: Québec province

· Switzerland: Jura, Genève, Neuchâtel, and Vaud districts

II. French is one of the official languages in the following countries: 

· Belgium

· Burundi

· Cameroon

· Canada

· Chad

· Channel Islands (Guernsey and Jersey)

· Comoros

· Djibouti

· Equatorial Guinea

· Haiti (the other official language is French Creole)

· Madagascar

· Rwanda

· Seychelles

· Switzerland

· Vanuatu

III. In many countries, French plays an important role, either as an administrative, commercial, or international language or simply due to a significant French-speaking population: 

· Algeria

· Andorra

· Argentina

· Brazil

· Cambodia

· Cape Verde

· Dominica (French patois)

· Egypt

· Greece

· Grenada (French patois)

· Guinea-Bissau

· India

· Italy (Valle d'Aosta)

· Laos

· Lebanon

· Mauritania

· Mauritius

· Morocco

· Poland

· Saint Lucia

· Syria

· Trinidad and Tobago

· Tunisia

· United States (Louisiana, New England)

· Vatican City

· Vietnam

IV. The following countries are members of or associated with la Francophonie: Albania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldovia, Romania, and Slovenia.

Where is French used?

French is considered an international language not only because it is spoken in dozens of countries, but also because it is one of the official working languages in many international organizations, including 

· African Union (AU)  (5)

· Amnesty International  (4)

· Council of Europe  (2)

· European Commission  (3)

· Interpol  (4)

· International Criminal Court  (2)

· International Olympic Committee  (2)

· International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  (2)

· International Red Cross and Red Crescent  (3)

· Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders)  (1)

· North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)  (3)

· North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)  (2)

· Organization for Economic Cooperation + Development (OECD)  (2)

· United Nations (UN)  (6)

· World Health Organization (WHO)  (6)

· World Trade Organization (WTO)  (3)

The number (in parentheses) indicates the total number of official working languages for that organization.
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mistakes and can provide a definitive reference, please let me know on the forum. 

· The CIA World Factbook: Languages
· Ethnologue Report
· The Languages of the World, by Kenneth Katzner

· Le Quid (encyclopédie française)

